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Press Release

“NEXT JENERATION JEWELLERY TALENT CONTEST 2017”:
AWARD TO THE BEST INTERNATIONAL YOUNG TALENT COMPETING ON THE TOPICAL ISSUE OF “JEWEL AND FUNCTION” 

Vicenza, 23-27 September 2017 - At VICENZAORO September 2017, the International Jewellery Exhibition organised by Italian Exhibition Group (IEG) – the leading Italian exhibition & convention provider created from the integration of Rimini Fiera and Fiera di Vicenza - the winners of “Next Jeneration Jewellery Talent Contest 2017” received an award at the sixth edition of this prestigious international ideas competition for young designers under 30, promoted by Italian Group Exhibition together with the School of Design of Politecnico di Milano. 

The six winners (three awards and three special mentions) from some of the most prestigious international design schools such as Politecnico di Milano; Fashion Institute of Technology, New York; Shenkar College of Engineering, Design and Art, Tel Aviv; École Boulle, Paris; Hochschule Pforzheim; Eindhoven University of Technology; Head Genève; College for Creative Studies; Hong Kong Design Centre; College of Design & innovation Tongji University; Designskolen Kolding; ESAD, Escola Superior de Artes & Design; Hochschule Düsseldorf, competed on the topic “Jewel and Function” by sending interesting design solutions on how contemporary ornamental jewellery may become a useful object. 

A jury of experts, chaired by Gijs Bakker, designer and founder of Droog Design,  -demonstrating once again the international stature of the initiative -, which comprised Luisa Bocchietto, Architect and Designer and Past President of ADI, Association for Industrial Design, Alba Cappellieri, Director of the Jewellery Museum in Vicenza and Professor of Design at the Politecnico di Milano, Marco Romanelli, designer, and Pilar Cabo Coin, Marketing Manager of “Roberto Coin S.p.A.” and Past President of the Italian Women’s Jewellery Association, evaluated the participants’ work.
The three winners and three participants selected for the special mention were chosen by the jury for having interpreted the topic of this edition, “Jewel and Function”, in the most creative and innovative way by offering a number of design solutions that referred to different areas, in a rich assortment, to define the function of jewels that can be useful both in relation to clothing, the body or the environment, and in their symbolic or practical significance. 

Federica Giuseffi placed first with the silver-plated ring “Avvolgimi”, which allows to cover broken fingernails, adapting to the finger size thanks to its spiral shape. Sara Meneghelli placed second with the gold-plated brass foulard-stop/bracelet “Elipso”, a jewel adaptable to multiple user functions. Antoine Cousin placed third with the silver and rubber bracelet “Merken”, which focuses on an ornamental memory process. 

The Jury also considered it appropriate to grant three special mentions to: Yulara Casadei for the copper and silicone rubber earphones and pendant “Twi(re)st”, designed to overcome the problem of earphones being lost in your handbag; Cristina Fava with the gold-plated brass necklace and mirror “Ri-flex”, with a magnifying glass combining functionality and spirituality; and Kari Ramstad Fjeld for the gold earrings and silicone caps “BeeQuiet”, with which you can isolate yourself from noise. 

The award ceremony took place during the opening night of VICENZAORO September 2017 held at the Jewellery Museum in the picturesque setting of the Palladian Basilica in Piazza dei Signori, Vicenza, attended by representatives of the major institutions and by the international press. 

ITALIAN EXHIBITION GROUP SPA: FOCUS ON
Italian Exhibition Group SpA, the Company generated by a merger between Rimini Fiera and Fiera di Vicenza, is led by President Lorenzo Cagnoni, together with Executive Vice President Matteo Marzotto and Managing Director Corrado Facco. IEG, which closed 2016 with a consolidated pro-forma turnover of Euro 124.8 million, a pro-forma EBITDA of Euro 21.9 million and a consolidated net result of Euro 6.6 million, is Italy's first player in terms of overall volume with 59 products in its portfolio (relating to Food & Beverage, Green, Technology, Entertainment, Tourism, Transport, Wellness, Jewellery and Fashion, Lifestyle & Innovation) and 216 events and congresses. The Company's priority asset is to favour internationalization in segments representing Beautiful and Well Done around the world, starting from its already solid presences in the United Arab Emirates, where it has an on-going joint venture, and in the USA, China, India and South America. Furthermore, IEG is also the Italian leader in the convention and congress segment. In 2016, IEG events at its exhibition and congress sites in Rimini and Vicenza totalled 14,593 exhibitors and almost 2.5 million visitors.
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